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Our 90th Year 


FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 


CONCORDIA, KANSAS 
1871 — 1961 


Celebration of Anniversary and Homecoming 


Sunday, July 2, 1961 


BISHOP EUGENE SLATER, Speaker 


Pastor 


Richard 
Taylor 


803 


Broadway 


The inspiration for this little booklet came from one printed in 
1897 during the ministry of Rev. E. M. Evans. The notes about 
the church and the advertising make it an historical treasure. We 
hope this booklet may also become a valuable historical record. 
This 1897 booklet was printed by The Kansan and this one for 1961 
is also. Appreciation is extended to Dallas Nading of The Kansan 
‘for his fine cooperation and patience. 


All the commercial pages of this booklet list firms connected 
with our own congregation. Contributions were made at the rate 
of $20.00 a page in fractions as desired. Wilson Carlgren, Mrs. E. 
B. Allbaugh and Vernon Stewart were in charge of solicitation. 


The pictorial pages are the result of the devoted efforts of 
Wayne Switzer. 


Because of conflicting accounts in our various sources we know 
there are errors in our historical notes, but this is printed in the 
hope that he who finds inaccuracies and omissions will notify the 
church office so the 100th Anniversary edition may be correct! 


RICHARD TAYLOR, Pastor 


Allen County Public Library 
900 Webster Street 

PO Box 2270 

Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270 
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OFFICERS OF FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 


Concordia, Kansas 


1960 - 1961 


— Our 90th Year — 


Pastor - Richard Taylor, 803 Broadway 

Lay Leader - Gordon Danielson, 828 West 9th 

Chairman of Official Board - Ross Doyen, Rice, Kansas 

Church School Superintendent - Wayne Switzer, 720 Cedar 
President of W.S.C.S. - Mrs, R. E. Derusseau, 213 East llth 
President of Methodist Men - Carleton Johnson, 505 West 6th 
President of Methodist Youth Fellowship - Ron Willis, 516 Ist Ave. 
President of Junior Youth Fellowship - Jill Austin, 808 West 5th 
Lay Member of Annual Conference - Gordon Danielson, 828 W. 9th 
Reserve Lay Member of Annual Conference - Wayne Switzer 
Director of Music - Harley Doak, 531 West 7th 

Organist - Mrs. Raymond Shrader, 421 West 6th 

Church Treasurer - James B. Snyder, 620 West 8th 

Financial Secretary - Harold Swenson, 407 East 12ih 


Church Calendar 


SUNDAY — 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Church School 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 JYF and MYF 
6:30 Worship 


WEEKLY — 
7:00 p .m. Monday, Boy Scouts 
7:00 p. m. Tuesday, Air Squadron (Scouts) 
7:30 p. m. Wednesday, Adult Choir 
4:15 p. m. Thursday, Children’s Choir 


MONTHLY —. 
W.S.C.S. CIRCLES - Ist Thursday, 2:00 p. m. 
METHODIST MEN’S BREAKFAST - 2nd Sunday, 7:15 a. m. 
WORLD FRIENDSHIP GIRLS - 2nd Wednesday, 5:30 p. m. 
OFFICIAL BOARD - 2nd Thursday, 7:30 p. m. 
W.S.C.S. GENERAL - 3rd Thursday, 2:00 p. m. 
CUB SCOUT PACK MEETING - Last Friday, 7:30 p. m. 
WESLEYAN SERVICE GUILD - Last Monday, 6:30 p. m. 
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COMMISSION ON MEMBERSHIP & EVANGELISM 


John Diebel - Chairman 


Mrs. J. R. Carlgren Carleton Johnson 
Glenn Cook Mrs. Chester McWilson 
Dick ‘Cooper Phil Smith 
Mrs. Perla Fees, Jr. Vernon Stewart 
Mrs. Stanley Green Dale Taylor 

II 


COMMISSION ON EDUCATION 
Buford Miller - Chairman 


‘Mrs, Newton Ceder Chester McWil!son 

Mrs. Richard Cook Don Scott 

Glenn Claycamp Leonard Swenson 

Harold Green Wayne Switzer 

Mrs. William Krasny Mrs. Wayne Switzer 
III 


COMMISSION ON MISSIONS 


Ernest Lagasse - Chairman 


Mrs. Dick Cooper Ray Harper 

Dean Christie W. A. Kocher 

Walter Culley Mrs. Dave Matthew 

Mrs. John Diebel Miss Olive Ritter 

Perla Fees, Jr. Mrs. Don Scott 

James Ganson Mrs. Phil Smith 
IV 


COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE 


James Snyder - Chairman 


Herschel Betts Mervin Larsen 
Marvin Brummett Charles Moss 
Wilson Car!gren Milton Sorem 
Hugh Craig Harold Swenson 
Gordon Danielson Walt Weber 


Charles Everitt 


V 


COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN SOCIAL CONCERNS 
Mrs. E. B. Allbaugh - Chairman 


Newton Ceder Dave Matthew 
Ross Doyen Ben Meadows 
Mrs. R. E .Derusseau John Monroe 

H. C. Hanson Mrs. Milton Sorem 
Mrs. Ernest Lagasse Mrs. James Snyder 
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BUILDING COMMITTEE 


Milton Sorem - Chairman 
Charles Moss - Vice Chairman 
Carleton Johnson - Secretary 


Mrs. J. R. Carlgren Stanley Green 
Mrs. R, E. Derusseau Wayne Switzer 
John Diebel Walt Weber 
Lee Doyen Pastor 
TRUSTEES 


1961 Wilson Car!gren 

1961 J, Milton Sorem 

1961 Charles Everitt 

1962 Glenn Cook 

1962 ‘Charles Moss 

1962 James Snyder 

1963 Walt Weber - Chairman 
1963 Vernon Stewart 

1963 Hugh Craig 


FINANCIAL REPORT FOR OUR 90TH YEAR 


From Conference Journal of 1961 


Disbursements 


$ 573.00 
11,540.00 


900.00 
6,700.00 
469.00 
134.00 
1,005.00 
81.00 
3,012.00 
61.00 


1,390.00 


Paid for Building and Improvements 
General current expenses such as postage, paper, cus- 
todian, secretary, electricity, gas, water, insurance, or- 
ganist, music, choir director, commission supplies, of- 
fice equipment, Together Magazine to all members, etc. 
Sunday School paid for lesson materials and supplies 
Pastor’s salary 
District Superintendent’s Fund 
Bishop’s Fund 
Retired Minister’s Fund 
Minimum Salary Fund 
World Service 
World Service Special Gifts 
$ 10.00 Engle Class for Latin America and Congo 
Society 
10.00 ‘Miss Ritter for Bible Society 
41.00 Bible School for Finger-Phonos 
General Advance Specials 
59.00 M. C. O. R. for Chile disaster 
143.00 Thompson Trust for Africa 
25.00 Miss Ritter for Costa Rica 
140.00 To Russell King for last year 
100.00 Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief 
100.00 Alaska Methodist College 
100.00 Berlin Pastors, Dr. Ernest Scholtz, Germany 
100.00 Russell King’s work in India 
100.00 Casa Materna, Naples, Italy 
221.00 Bishop’s Appeal for Africa 
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185.00 Thompson Trust for Africa 
117.00 Meals for Millions 
50.00 One Great Hour of Sharing 
106.00 Fellowship of Suffering and Service 
150.00 T. V. Fund 
78.00 Youth Fund 
95.00 ‘Philander Smith College 
117.00 Operational Expenses, Higher Education 
67.00 Kansas City Seminary 
50.00 Kansas Wesleyan University 
4,827.00 Christian Higher Education (C.H.E.C.K.) Capital Funds 
281.00 Homes 
265.00 Newton Youthville 
16.00 Home for Aged in Topeka 
231.00 ‘Conference Advance Specials 
5.00 Wesley Foundation, Hays, from R. W. Carlgren 
21.00 Wesley Foundation, Hays, from H. Doak 
10.00 Newton ‘Church, 1,000 Club, from Wilson 
Carlgren 
20.00 Newton Church, 1,000 Club, from Sorem and 
Taylor 
175.00 Camp Mary Dell 
26.00 ‘Sunday School for Rally Day 
1,972.00 WSCS to District and Conference Treasurer 
140.00 Meridan Church tornado 
50.00 ‘Conference Claimant Endowment Fund from Pastor 
65.00 Fellowship of Christian Athletes (F.C.A.) offering 
156.00 Kansas United Dry Forces offering 


$34,209.00 


Receipts for year exceeded Budget by $323.00. More money 
was sent away this year than ever before in the history of thie 
Church. ‘Building Fund received $6,590.19 during year. 


HISTORY OF THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 
CONCORDIA, KANSAS 


(At the Third Quarterly Conference of 1930-31 it was ordered 
that W. A. Fish be requested to compile a history of the church. 
The following is taken from his report.) 


The First Methodist Episcopal Church at Concordia, was. or- 
ganized in the year 1871, and it was the fourth class to be organized 
within the bounds of what is now the Northwest Kansas confer- 
ence, the others being: Salina, 1869: Solomon, 1870; Clyde, 1871. 


One of the pioneer preachers of this part of the middle west 
was the Rev. R. P. WEST, and he is probably responsible for the 
organization of many of the frontier churches in the Republican 
valley country. In 1866, West settled on a homestead on Salt Creek, 
eight miles southeast of Belleville, and from this point he visited 
surrounding neighborhoods, preaching and organizing. He seems 
to have been working on his own responsibility and with no regu- 
lar support, but only eternity will reveal the extent of the good 
he was able to accomplish on this wild frontier. “The first sermon 


pool a 


preached in Concordia, was in the Land Office building in January 
1871, by R, P. West”... “Northern Tier” by E, J. Jenkins. 


“The first Methodist meeting,” says Dr. Sweet, “was held in 
the home of W. J. Christie, on lower Salt Creek.” This was near 
where the town of Hollis now stands. In 1870, West was pastor 
of the Lake Sibley circuit, and the next year the circuit was named 
Lake Sibley and CONCORDIA, and was left “to be supplied.” 
Rev. Freeman and G. E. Nichols each supplied a part of the year 
1871. This was the first time that the name Concordia had been 
entered on the records of the Kansas Conference. 


Records of the earlier years are either missing or incomplete, 
but we find that during these years the new organization was serv- 
ed by the following pastors, and probably in this order: 


T. B. GRAY, L. A. TALLMAN', and J. C. DANA; no date 
has been certainly established for the time of service of 
these men. George W. Wood served during the conference 
years if 1878 to 1880. A. N. See, for the year 1881-1882; 
F. L. Tuttle, for 1882 and 1883. 


T. B. Gray lived on a farm about three miles southeast of where 
the church now stands, as there was then no parsonage in the 
town, for the pastor. The first parsonage was built on the top of 
the hill on West Fifth Street and is first mentioned in the report 
of James Lawrence who was Presiding Elder, in his report to the 
conference in the year 1874. 


He says, “The brethren here got the material together for a 
parsonage, but some misunderstanding between them and the Town 
Company about the lots on which the parsonage was to be built, 
delayed its erection.” From the wording of this statement, we 
would infer that the lots for the parsonage were donated to the 
church by the Town Company, though no record appears to prove 
this to be true. 


No record has been found of the Charter Members of the 
church but among the names given in the oldest records found are 
the following: 


PIUS BEAN and Mrs. REBECCA BEAN; JOHN S. BEACH 
and Mrs. MARGARET BEACH: ED LINNEY; T. R. 
SPRAGUE; A. A. BRADFORD: S. H. PRATT. 


The first church building was erected at the corner of Seventh 
Street and Broadway in the year 1878, during the pastorate of the 
Rev. Geo. W. WOOD, and was finished and dedicated sometime 
between June 29th and July 5th of that year. The actual date 
4 bee dedication is not given in the official records of the Church 

oard, 


It might be of interest to insert here a copy of the minutes of 
the Official Board meetings which were held during the time 
when this church was under construction. 


Concordia, Kansas, April 4, 1878 
Board of trustees of First M. E. Church of Concordia Kan- 
sas met according to previous notice. Present: Pius Bean, 
E. Linney, T. R. Sprague, and J. S. Beach. Called to order 
by the president. Moved and carried that work be resumed 


nates 


message, 


on the church building. On motion the pastor, Geo. W. 
Wood, was requested to solicit and collect the funds for 
the church building. E, Linney and A. A. Bradford were 
continued as a building committee. 


On motion the board adjourned. J. S. Beach, Sec. 


April 11, 1878 

According to previous notice the board met at the store of 
E, Linney. All members of the board present except S. H. 
Pratt. Moved and carried that two notes be given John 
Bethel, the contractor on the church, for the amount due 
him when his contract is completed. The building com- 
mittee was instructed to receive bids for the seating of the 
church. J. S. Beach, Sec. 


April Lolo 
The Board of trustees met at the store of E, Linney. The 
building committee made a report which was received and 
they were instructed to contract for the building of a belfry 
on the church if the same could be done for Seventy-five 
Dollars. Adjourned. J. S. Beach, Sec. 


June 29, 1878 

Board of trustees of the First M. E, Church met AT THE 
CHURCH. Present: E. Linney, Pius Bean, T. R. Sprague, 
and J. S. Beach. The president called the board to order 
and stated the object of the meeting to be the examination 
of the work of the contractor, and if found to be according 
to contract, to receive the same. The building committee 
reported that they had contracted with John Bethel for the 
seating of the church and vestibule One Hundred and fifty 
dollars, and for belfry Seventy-five dollars. After exam- 
ination of the work it was moved that it be received and 
and the committee discharged. Which was carried. Ad- 
journed, J. S. Beach, Sec. 


July 5, 1878 
At a meeting of the board of trustees of the First M. E. 
Church the subscription which was taken at the dedication 
of the church was. placed in the hands of the pastor, Geo. 
W. Wood for collection. 
J. S. Beach, Sec. 


AND SO THEY BUILT A CHURCH! 


And the next year at the annual conference of 1879, the pas- 


tor reported a church valued at $2000, and a parsonage worth $1000. 


The pastors of this new organization, the First M. E. Church 


of Concordia, were sometimes ‘busy men. Niot only did they serve 
the home church, but there were out-points, local classes at coun- 
try school houses, to whom they were expected to bring the gospel 
Connected with the Concordia circuit at different times 


were the following classes: 


‘Pleasant Hill class, located at the school house in district 
Number 12, four miles south and one mile east of Concor- 
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dia; Enterprise class, which was organized in the home of 
Nathan S. Young and afterward in the school house in dis- 
trict No. 74, ten miles south and two miles east; Nelson 
Center class in school district No. 76 in Nelson township. 
There may have been others at some time, but the writer 
cannot speak with certainty. 


Some of these organizations were short-lived and some were 
alive and fairly prosperous for a number of years. One of those 
mentioned, the Enterprise class was still holding services and had 
a good Sunday school as late as 1915. 


‘Most of these smaller classes were merged finally with the 
charge at Rice, Kansas, to form what was known as the Rice cir- 
cuit, but before this change took place at least four of the pastors 
of the Concordia church served at least part of these country classes. 
They were Gray, Tallman, Dana and Wood, and most of the country 
classes were reached only every two weeks; sometimes not so 
often when bad roads. interfered. 


So sometimes it used to be said that services would be held au 
a certain time if there were “no preventing providence and it does 
not rain.” 


The church building whose erection and development we have 
traced, served the congregation, with some enlargement and re- 
modeling until early in the summer of 1907, during the pastorate 
of the Rev. T. J. H. Taggart, when it was discovered one morning 
that a large part of the ceiling had fallen, and the condition of 
that which remained as well as the roof was in such a dangerous 
condition that it was deemed necessary to build a new church, as. 
it was decided that the old one could not be made safe without a 
complete rebuilding. 


In order to have a place to meet during the interval an ar- 
rangement was made with the county commissioners which grant- 
ed to the congregation the right to use the court room in the coun- 
ty court-house for a place of meeting. 


Extracts. from the minutes of the official Board meetings of 
this period may be of interest at this time. 


Under date of June 17, 1907, we read: “A meeting was held to 
discuss plans and to decide, if possible, something definite relative 
to the repairing of the church or of building a new one, and to de- 
cide upon a place for holding meetings. while under the present cir- 
cumstances. The court room was decided upon as being most 
favorable. A motion was made that a vote be taken to decide 
whether the building of a new church should ‘be undertaken and the 
result was a vote of 8 for and 1 against. On motion of O. E. Wright, 
a committee of seven was appointed to secure plans and estimates 
of cost of various churches, and the following were elected: O. E. 
Wright, W. 'C. Whipp, C. E. Curran and J. F. St. Clair, these to act 
with the three trustees, V. A. Brown, D. W. Ball, and John Banker. 
J. H. Mott, Secretary 


June 28, 1907 
Report of committee on church plans made by C. E. Cur- 
ran, presenting the plans of the church at Abilene, Kansas. 
Voted that a committee of four be elected to see what could 
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be raised by subscription to build a new church. This com- 
mittee was, O. E. Wright, C. E. Curran, W. C. Whipp and 
Fred L. Baker.—J. H. Mott, Secretary 


August 23, 1907 
A meeting of the official board and other members of the 
church was held at the courthouse and O. E. Wright, chair- 
man of the soliciting committee reported 32 subscriptions 
aggregating $3450.00. As only a small part of the member- 
ship had been seen, we were much encouraged and the 
committee was continued. 


On account of a misunderstanding as to the resolution of 
June 17, concerning the building of a new church .a motion 
was presented by Fred L. Baker, “that we build a new 
church”, and 13 favored the motion and 2 refrained from 
voting. 


A building committee of 12 members was elected, consisting 
of the five Trustees, three members of the soliciting com- 
mittee, and the following other members: J. H. Cline, M. 
D. Scott, W. H. Beatty and J. F. St. Clair. It was voted to 
build a church with a stone basement and a brick super- 
structure with stone trimmings. A committee of five in- 
cluding the pastor was elected to select a design and secure 
blue-prints—J. H. Mott, Secretary 


At the time of building the new church Charles W. Wynant 
was the District Superintendent; T. J. H. Taggart was pastor and 
C. E. Curran was superintendent of the Sunday School. A. F. Day 
was President of the Epworth League, Mrs. ‘Clara Little was Pre- 
sident of the Martha Society, and W. C. Whipp was president of 
the Men’s Fraternal Club. The membership of the Church was 
about 300 and of the Sunday School 180 with an average attendance 
of 105. The pastor was paid a salary of $1200, with an allowance 
of $250 for rent of parsonage. 


The cost of the new building was about $26,000 of which about 
one-half was provided for by subscriptions, leaving some $13,000 
to be raised on the day of dedication: Dr. John Harmon under- 
took this work, and it was afterward remarked by one who was 
there at the time, that “the people gave hilariously”. This was 
undoubtedly true, for more than enough was subscribed to start 
the new church off clear of all debts; but sadly we must say, not 
all the subscriptions were paid. However, we must quote what 
Dr. Sweet says, of this, period of the history of the church; 


“The next marked advance in the work of the charge was 
in 1908. T. J. H. Taggart was appointed pastor in 1905: at 
this time the membership was 281 full members, and 33 pro- 
bationers. The Sunday School enrollment was 180, average 
attendance 135. In 1909 the membership was. 300 and the 
Sunday School enrollment 314. In 1905 the church was 
valued at 4,500; in 1909 it was appraised at $26,000. The 
value of the parsonage was also increased $1000: so that 
Taggart’s pastorate at Concordia, was one of the most suc- 
cessful in the history of the church.” 


In the spring of 1909, the Rev. G. W. Martin was appointed 
pastor in place of Rev. Taggart, who was transferred to the Okla- 
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homa conference. The Quarterly Conference voted to pay a salary 
of $1300 with an allowance of $300 for rent of the parsonage. Miss 
Edith Gorby was elected Deaconess, and at the second quarterly 
conference reported a total of 753 calls made in the city. At the 
April 1911 meeting of the official board it was voted that the 
salary of the pastor should be $1500 and parsonage. 


HISTORICAL SUPPLEMENT 


For First Methodist Church 
CONCORDIA, KANSAS 


Collected and Compiled by Mrs. E. B. Allbaugh 


According to a clipping from the Blade-Empire of October 1921 
these names are listed as the eleven charter members and the 
church organized in June 1871 by Rev. H. C. Graham. Mr. and 
(Mrs, Pius Bean, Mr. and Mrs. V. A. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. 
Sprague, Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Linney, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Bogue and 
Miss Kate Bean. They held their services in the Carnaham Hall 
on Sunday evenings, the Presbyterians used this hall Sunday 
mornings. 


Corporate records show that the Methodist Church of Con- 
cordia was chartered in Kansas on April 29, 1873 under the name 
of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Concordia, Kansas. 
Said Charter will expire April 29, 1972. 


The first church building was erected at the corner of 7th 
and Broadway in the year 1878. The land was purchased from 
Almira Burrus and William McKay Burrus at a cost of $175.00 on 
January 31, 1877. 


Land for the first parsonage was bought from Amos Cutter 
at 502 West 5th Street at a cost of $90.00 on May 4, 1878. The trus- 
tees then were A. A. Bradford, B. H. McEckron, G. M. Smith and 
M. Tippin. We can find no records as to who built the house. At 
one time there was a mortgage on it for $215115. At the annual 
conference of 1879 the pastor reported a church valued at $2000 
and a parsonage at $1000. Membership—1909 full members, 83 pro- 
bationers. ‘Sunday School enrollment 90, 11 officers and teachers. 
Pastor’s salary, $750.00. 


Before her death in May of 1960, Miss Helen Laing mentioned 
to her pastor, Rev. Taylor, that ministers of the church once lived 
across the alley from her home. In checking the court house re- 
cords we find that Joseph C. Dana did own this property from 
1875 on, and he was the pastor of this church at the time. Since 
the parsonage at 502 West Fifth was built later, it can be assumed 
that Rev. Dana lived at 427 West Sixth during his ministry here. 

(Lots 33-36, Block 151) 


Probably under the pastorate of F. D. Baker the parsonage 
was sold, May 18, 1887. April 16, 1887 a new parsonage was 
bought at 117 East 8th Street. It was purchased from Thomas 
and Jennie Lawrence at a cost of $1210. The trustees were: 
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V. A. Brown, W. C. Green, R. R. Christie, W. C. Whipp, J. F. 
St. Clair, John Banker and L. R. Green. 


During the pastorate of M. M. Stolz the Martha Society was 
organized April 25, 1895. A group of ladies who had been mem- 
bers of the Ladies’ Aid Society met in the home of Mrs. G. M. 
Smith and formed this new organization. The name Martha was 
taken from the Bible character. 


These ladies were present: Mrs. G. M. Smith, Effie Smith, Mrs. 
Avery, Mrs. Shaeffor, Mrs. George Rigby, Mrs. Sanger, Mrs. J. T. 
Davies, Mrs. Bloom, Mrs. Quigley, Mrs. Martha Matson, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Foster, Mrs. A. A. Wilson, Mrs. Susannahs Lutz, Mrs. W. 
Wilmoth, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Kelley, Mrs. Cordelia Banker, Mrs. Dr. 
Raines, Miss Eva Moore, Mrs. Burrus, Mrs. .Clara Sweet, Mrs. Etta 
Cline, Mrs. Eliza Stolz, Mrs. Tate and Florence Smith. 


Officers elected: 
President — Mrs. Clara Sweet 
lst Vice President — ‘Mrs. Eliza Stolz 
2nd Vice President —Mrs. Margaret Foster 
Secretary — Mrs. Etta Cline 


Treasurer — Mrs. Minnie Bloom 
Money made the first six months $34.30 
Expenses to Rigby & Wilson Furniture Co. $12.06 
Paid on pastors salary 20.00 
$32.06 
Amount in Treasury Oct. 17, 1895 2.24 
$34.30 


Some remodeling was done on the church under the pastorate 
of Rev. Cannon. 


Rev. L. E. Cooke was pastor from Spring 1920 to 1924. 


During his pastorate the old parsonage at 117 East 8th was sold 
to L. J. Stewart, June 5, 1920, for $3000. A new parsonage was 
bought at 803 Broadway from Gaudreau brothers for $10,000. 


During the pastorate of Rev. Cooke the Sunday School had 
remarkable growth. 


At Christmas 1920 and 1921 two free banquets were served 
to more that 500 people. 


Rally Day Oct. 26, 1924 the attendance was 500. 

Rally Day Oct. 4, 1925 the attendance was 445. 

The Rally Day collection these years was around $100.00. 

The average attendance for 1923 was 327. 

The average attendance for 1924 was 334. 

The average attendance for 1925 was 325. 

Rev. Elmer Brown, a transfer from the ‘Kansas Conference, was 
appointed Oct. 5, 1924 at Colby to the Concordia Church. Almost 


immediately the church began planning the erection of a Sunday 
School Annex to be called the Sweet Memorial Anex as provided 
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for in the will of Mrs. Clarissa E. Sweet who had left the sum of 
$15,000 for this purpose. 


Before the building was completed Rev. Brown was transfer- 
red to the St. Louis Conference and Dr. D. B. McGee was appoint- 
ed to succeed him. 


The members of the building committee were: 


A. A. Wilson E. H. Moore George ‘Bowman 
E. B. Albaugh John ‘Taylor George C. Wright 
D. B. McGee 


Land south of the church building was bought from Jim Gush- 
wa for $3500, March 25, 1924. 


Mr. Hettlesater of the Boller Brothers and Hettlesater Archi- 
tectural Firm of Kansas City, Mo. designed the building. The 
annex was. dedicated May 6, 1926 by Bishop E. L. Walforf with 
District Superintendent, U. S. Brown assisting. 


Music for the occasion was furnished by the following dir- 
ectors and soloists. 


‘Choir - Mrs. Charles Davis — - Orchestra - W. M. Clark 
Organ - Elizabeth O’Reilly — Piano - Mrs. I. B. William 
Violin - Mr. Walter Evans 


Financial statement given at the dedication: 


Cost of land and building $59,695 
Subscriptions paid 15,595 
Mrs. Sweets’ gift $15,000 

$30,595 30,595 
Remaining to be raised dedication day $29,100 


On the day of the dedication the Martha Society pledged $10,- 
000. In 1940 the Society pledged another $3,000. 


August 2, 1939 the corporate name of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Concordia, Kansas was duly changed to its 
present form, i. e. The First Methodist Church of Concordia, 
Kansas. 


Feb. 3, 1943 the church held a service for the burning of the 
mortgage. In charge of the service were Axtell Humphrey for 
the board of trustees, Mrs. J. M. Sorem for the Women’s Society 
of Christian Service, Rev. Lester Templin, pastor, Dr. H. A. Gor- 
don, District Superintendent and Bishop Wm. C. Martin. 


The Sweet Memorial Annex was made possible by the will of 
Mrs. ‘Charles E. Sweet, who set aside $15,000 for the Methodist 
Church to erect a Sunday School Annex. Mr. and Mrs. Sweet 
came to Concordia in 1893 where Mr. Sweet was in the hardware 
business until his death. Mrs. Sweet gave the largest portion of 
her estate valued at almost $200,000 to various enterprises of the 
Methodist Church. Her home at 118 East 7th Street was given 
as a home for the superintendents of this district. 


January 1, 1943 the name of the Martha Society was changed 
to The Woman’s Society of Christian Service. 
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First Church Building at Broadway and Seventh. 
Specifications in long hand dated April 2, 1877. 


First Church Building with later additions, June 17, 1907, the Official Board Minutes state that 
the ceiling had fallen in and either extensive repairs or a new building were needed immediately, 


he 


Rice Methodist Church. Dedicated June 12, 1898, complete cost $1,600. 
Basement added 1935. Dismantled July 1959, 
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Second Church Building 1908. This picture taken upon completion in 1908. 


Second Church Building with Annex 


Building Committee of 1908 (taken on day of dedication 1909). Back row left to right: Dr. Iliff, 
John Banker, Wm Beatty, W. C. Whipp, Joe Cline. Middle row left to right: Virgil Brown, Milt 
Scott, C. E. Sweet, Fred Baker, Rev. T. J. H. Taggart. Front row left to right: Claude Curran, 


Boe. St. Clair. 
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Pastor’s Membership Class the day they joined the church, March 26, 1961. Front left to right: 
Marcia Knedlik, Richard Christie, Guy Lowe, Paul Post, Tom Clark, Richard Hartley, Pamela 
Nordquist. Back left to right: Kandie Lowe, Linda Tholstrup, Susan Anne Smith, Rev. Taylor. 
(Not in picture Joni Bell, Bill Krasny, Steven Thompson.) 
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427 West Sixth Street (picture 1961). Rev J. C. Dana lived here from 1875. 


502 West Fifth Street (picture 1961). First Parsonage built in 1878. 


803 Broadway (picture 1961). Third Parsonage purchased in 1920. 


‘West Eleventh & Highland Drive (picture 1961). Some 11,000 cubic yards 


of fill and a new 
sign at the new site. | 


New Church Building Committee: Front left to right: Mrs. R. E. Derusseau - President of 
Women’s Society; Mrs. Helen Carlgren; J. Milton Sorem - Chairman; Rev. Richard Taylor; 
John Diebel - Chairman of Commission on Evangelism. Back left to right: Charles Moss - Vice 
Chairman; Carlton Johnson - President of Methodist Men; Lee Doyen; Walt Weber - Chairman 
of Board of Trustees; Stanley Green; Wayne Switzer - Supt. of Sunday School. 

(Positions listed held during our 90th year) 


High School Seniors from our church, May 21, 1961. Front left to right: Carolyn Johnson, 
Carolyn Fraser, Meuriel Freeman Co-salutatorian, Linda Swenson, Janet Appleby, Genie 
Harding, Kay Peterson, Mary Kerr, Kathleen Ganson Valedictorian, Back left to right: Alan 
Bell, Steve Boll, Ron Derusseau, Clyde Scott, Ron Willis, Robert Allmon, Jack Ray, Hershel 
Huffman, Rodney Kelly, Rev. Taylor. (Not in picture Kenneth Claycamp, Jim Drury, Stanley 
Gepner, Don Monroe, Roberta Joyner.) 


Our Parsonage Family: Rev. Dick, Ricky age 6, David age 3, Mary Louise. 


Under the leadership of Rev. Lyman Johnson extensive repairs 
were made in the church including a new furnace for the sanctuary, 
a new roof for the main building and interior renovating and de- 
corating. 

The building committee on renovation recommended the above 
on June 1, 1947. 

Milton Sorem, chm. Mrs. John Diebel Lawrence Brooks 
Vernon Stewart Russell Carlgren Mrs. E. B. Albaugh 
Axtell Humphrey 


Chairman, of the Fund raising committee was E. B. Allbaugh. 
The Wesleyan Service Guild was organized on Monday night 
November 29, 1948 in the parlor of the Methodist Church. 


Mrs. C. W. Naylor, co-ordinator of the W. S. C. S. presided 
as Acting Chairman. 


Those present were—Miss Dorothy Wise, Miss Grace Shinn, 
Miss Dora Engle, Miss Dorothy Diebel, Miss Agnes Bowen, Mrs. 
Russell ‘Carlgren, Miss Olive Ritter, Mrs. Harry Shriver, and Mrs. 
Don Barrett. 


The following officers were elected: 
President—Miss Dorothy ‘Wise 
Vice President—Miss Grace Shinn 
Treasurer—Mrs. Russell Carlgren 
Promotional Secretary—Miss Agnes Bowen 
Recording Secretary—Miss Dora Engle 


The officers were installed by Mrs. C. W. Naylor. Meetings 
were to be held on the second Monday night of each month. 


Officers of the W.S.C.S. present acting as hostesses and serving 
refreshments were: 


Mrs. Milton Sorem Mrs. Lyman Johnson 
Mrs. Chester McWilson Mrs. E. B. Allbaugh 
Mrs. C. W. Naylor Mrs. Harold Bishop 
Mrs. Vesta Cox Mrs. Ray Burnett 


Under the pastorate of Rev. Gale a new pipe organ was installed 
by the Wicks Organ Company of Highland, Ill. at a cost of $12,000. 


Early in Dr. Thornton’s pastorate the church decided to re- 
model the sanctuary. 


The following committee was appointed: 

Chairman—J. Milton Sorem, J. R. Carlgren, Mrs. John 
Diebel, Charles R. Everitt, Theo H. Peters, and Jack 
Bowman 

Secretary—J. V. Bertrand 

Ex-officio—Gordon Danielson and Rev. Ross Thornton 


After months of study the committee presented the following 
plan: 
A goal of $48,000 was set for the remodeling. 
For the remodeling work (including the 
leveling of the floor) the new ceiling, new 
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stone panels, tearing out of the old bal- 
cony and other parts which are to be remodeled $29,050.00 


new wiring and light fixtures 2,650.00 
floor covering 2,000.00 
new pews 5,800.00 
air conditioning 8,000.00 

$48,000.00 


During March of 1958 the church conducted a very successful 
Every Member Canvas under the leadership of Gordon Danielson, 
Lay Leader. The budget was over-pledged and ever since has 
been easily met during each year, even with substantial budget 
increases. 


In August of 1960 Mr. Danielson left his law practice and office 
of Cloud County Attorney and accepted a position with the Board 
of Lay Activities of The Methodist Church, offices in Chicago. 


Rev. Richard Taylor was assigned to Concordia on June 1, 1958. 
It was early on Sunday morning, June 29, 1958, that David Mark 
Taylor entered the world with a howl (as all ‘babies do) and be- 
came the first baby ever to call the present parsonage home. Need- 
less to say his father did not preach that morning, Rev. Glen 
Claycamp being called at 7:00 a. m. to take over. Another note 
concerning ibabies, the first infant ever baptised by Rev. L. C. 
Campbell was Richard Taylor at Dwight, Kansas. 


In the Summer of 1958, the Sanctuary Remodeling Committee 
met a number of times and discussed the project. Some 
$10,000 had been received for the project, but general lack 
of interest had caused most contributions to cease. Some of the 
committee members voiced concern that the finished remodeling 
job would not give us a large enough sanctuary, and we would 
still have inadequate Sunday School space for children, so the 
general feeling was we should try to do the job right. 


In the Fall of 19538 the Official Board voted to run two iden- 
tical worship services every Sunday at 8:30 and 11:00 with Sunday 
School at the usual hour of 9:45. The main floor of the sanctuary 
including all the chairs in the overflow will seat a few over 200 
when completely filled, which it wa: every Sunday, so to have 
room to grow the extra hour was added. Average attendance at 
morning worship by usher count and attendance registration for 
years ending 1958 was 282, 1959 was 300, and for oun 90th year just 
ended, morning worship averaged 318, and so we have grown. 


The Rice Methodist Church became a conference charge in 
1885 with J. W. Sligair as pastor, but James Flowers reported for 
the year at the next session of conference. He reported a church 
at $1200, and a parsonage at $300. This church continued to serve 
the community for many years in a most effective way, but due 
to diminishing farm population, on November 23, 1958 the con- 
gregation of some 40 members at Rice merged with Concordia. 
When the Rice church building was torn down, many of the pews, 
the pulpit, altar rail and clock were brought to the Concordia 
‘Church with hopes of using them in the chapel of our new build- 
ing. 

At our Fourth Quarterly Conference on March 10, 1960, the 
following motion was passed: 
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DEEDES: 


Compliments 
of 


Matthew Greenhouses 


WEBER’S 
FIRESTONE 
DEALER STORE 


214 W. 6th Ph, 131 


Compliments 


of 


LeRoy E. Pickard 


“I. The present Sanctuary Remodeling Program be can- 
celed, that pledges to such be canceled, and that all money 
already paid in go for whatever the new building program 
may be, or else be refunded if the contributor so requests. 
II. The Quarterly Conference authorize a project to meet 
the needs of the congregation, and appoint a Building 
Committee to develop a proposed program which will pro- 
vide ‘the building facilities needed to house the church’s 
program of worship, education, and fellowshin.’ ” 


The following were appointed to the Building Committee by 
action of the Quarterly Conference. 


Mirsie? ak, Carleren Charles Moss 

Gordon Danielson Milton Sorem 

Mrs. R. E. Derusseau Wayne Switzer 

John Diebel Walt Weber 

Stanley Green Richard Taylor - Pastor 


Carleton Johnson 


On May 19, 1960, at a called Church Conference with Gordon 
Danielson, Lay Leader, presiding, the following motion was 
passed: 


“The present and future needs of our church can best be 
met through the construction of new sanctuary and ed- 
ucational facilities, subject to approval by the congregation, 
at later meetings, of location, plans and cost.” 


It was November 17, 1960, that another Church Conference was 
called and the congregation voted on five possible locations for 
our complete new church. 


1. Present location with some 24,000 square feet of additional 
property to meet our needs for new construction planned, 
future expansion and parking. 


2. A square block between 11th and 12th, Spruce and Archer. 


3. Four acres on the west side of Republican just south of 
golf course. 


4. Four acres south of 13th and east of Highland Drive. 


5. Four acres. between 11th and 13th and east of Highland 
Drive. 


The last site listed was chosen by the congregation. During 
May and June of 1961 some 11,000 cubic yards of fill dirt was placed 
on the new site, being secured from the backsloping of the hill west 
of town. 


During April of 1961 a Building Fund Crusade was conducted 
by Rev. Glen Trembath of our Board of Church Extension out 
of Philadelphia. Some $107,000.00 in cash and three year sub- 
scriptions was raised from 171 adult pledges and 51 youth pledges. 
More adults pledged to the Building Fund than have ever pledged 
to any church budget. Since $19,000.00 had already been given 
for the project, a grand total of $126,000.00 in cash and subscriptions 
has been raised tor the new church at Eleventh and Highland Drive. 
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MEW FOR THE MINISTRY 


So far as is known at this time, two men have entered the 
ministry from our congregation and a third is beginning. 


Lester Fish 


Lester Fish was born March 24, 1893 at Concordia, Kansas the 
son of Willis and Eleeta Fish. He grew to manhood on our city. 
In 1910 he united with this church. He realized he was called to 
be a minister during his early teens. In 1918 he married Adah 
Humfield (a sister of Mrs. Daisy Matthew) here in Concordia. He 
was ordained Deacon in the Concordia Methodist Church in 1923 
and Elder at Colby in 1924. His first appointment was to Cuba, 
Fortney, and Bethel. He has two children, Mrs. Laureen Fish 
Young and Mrs. Ila Fish Rowland. In 1961 he and his wife lived 
at 805 Sheridan, Salina, Kansas, enjoying his retired years. 


Ralph J. Jones 


Ralph J. Jones was born April 1, 1921, on a farm west of Concor- 
dia. His mother died a short time later and he was raised by 
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Krohn. Mrs. Krohn was a charter member of 
the Concordia Christian Church and he attended there until Mr. 
Krohn’s health made the trip each Sunday impossible. He then 
attended the Jamestown Methodist Church and joined in October 
1938. In 1942 he transferred his membership to the Concordia 
Methodist Church because of his association with Violet Swenson 
and her work in the youth program here. In 1942 he also made his 
decision to enter the ministry. Because of the Second World War, 
he entered the military service. After the war on December 9, 
1945 he married Violet A. Swenson (daughter of Mrs. John S. 
Swenson of our congregation). He entered Southwestern College 
in January 1946 and graduated magna cum laude in 1949. He 
graduated from Garrett Biblical Institute in 1953. He was or- 
dained Deacon in 1951 and Elder in 1952. His first charge after 
seminary was Leoti ‘Circuit. At this time (1961) he is serving 
Kingman. He has four children, Sharon, Ronald, Mary Louise, 
and Wesley Ralph. 


Ronald R. Willis 


Ronald R. Willis was born March 8, 1943 at Concordia, Kansas, 
the son of Raymond and Angie Willis. He has attended the Con- 
cordia Public Schools through all grades and graduated from the 
High School on May 23, 1961. During his senior year he was Vice- 
presient of the Student Council, Vice-president of the Senior Class, 
had the leading part in the Senior Play, and was one of the first 
five of the basketball team which won the league for the first time 
since the present league was formed some 30 years ago. He was 
President of the Methodist Youth Fellowship this past year and 
on ‘May 11, 1961 at our 20th Fourth Quarterly Conference was re- 
commended for License to Preach. This is the first step into the 
Methodist Ministry. College and Seminary are ahead for one of 
the finest boys of our Church and community. 
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Church Average President 
For Year Member- S. 5S. Attendance Women’s 
Ending Pastor ship Supt. : at S. Ss. ment Society 


1872 G. Nicholson 
to7o°41. CC. Graham 


1874 T. B. Gray LD 40 

toto J.C. Dana 78 40 

i876 J.C. Dana 74 22 

1877 J.C. Dana 102 

1878 J. C. Dana 90 

1879 G. W. Wood 190 60 

1880 G. W. Wood 153 io 

1881 G. W. Wood dAZ 

1882 A. N. See 76 124 

1883 E. B. Tuttle 129 115 

1884 F. L. Tuttle 164 130 

1885 J. A. Bull 209 

1886 J. A. Bul! 224 150 

1887 J. A. Bull 222 135 

1888 F. D. Baker 200 170 

1889 F. D. Baker 252 150 

1890 F. D. Baker 232 120 

1891 B. T. Stauber 28 OP 170 

1892 B. T. Stauber 220 175 

1893 B. T. Stauber 221 170 

1894 B. T. Stauber 22 y 135 

1895 H. M. Mayo 228 125 Mrs. Clara Sweet 
1896 ‘M. M. Stolz 236 130 Mrs. Clara Sweet 
1897 E. W. Allen 245 Mrs. F. D. Baker 114 Mrs. Burrus 
1898 Edgar M. Evans 260 140 Mrs. J. T. Davies 
1899 Edgar M. Evans. 272 215 Mrs. J. 'T. Davies 
1900 H. Grey Amhyrst 250 175 ‘Mrs. E. Burrus 
1901 H. Grey Amhyrst 250 175 Mrs. E. Burrus 
1802 H. Grey Amhyrst 280 150 Mrs. ‘EK. Burrus 
1903 W. L. Cannon 279 130 Mrs. Will Whipp 
1904 W. L. Cannon 267 130 Mrs. John Lamb 
1905 J. T. Bates 281 130 ‘Mrs. J. T. Davies 
1906ul 2 J, Hy baggart (262° EF 4.W) Lintz 135 Mrs. J. T. Davies 
1907 'T. J. H. Taggart 240 C. E, Curran 138 Mrs. ‘Chas. Caton 
1908 T. J. H. Taggart 248 C. EB. Curran 140 (Mrs. Ed Kenyon 
1909 T. J. H. Taggart 300 C. E. Curran 150 Mrs, A. C. Little 
1910 ‘G. W. Martin 330 136 Mrs. A. C. ‘Little 
1911 G. W. Martin 340 140 Mrs. W. 'C. Whipp 
1912 G. W. Martin 330 177 Mrs. W. C. Whipp 
1913 G. W. Martin 260 200 Mrs. S. J. Roberts 
1914 M. L. Wickman 300 220 Mrs. 'S. J. Roberts 
1915 M.L. Wickman 244 200 Mrs. J. W. Clark 
1916 M. L. Wickman 278 278 Mrs. J. W. Clark 
1917 M. L. Wickman 344 236 Mrs, J. W. Clark 
1918 M. L. Wickman 354 220 Mrs. J. W. Clark 
1919 M. L. Wickman 302 240 ‘Mrs. Fred Sutton 
1920 M. L. Wickman 295 190 ‘Mrs. Fred Sutton 
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Church Average President 
For Year Member- S. S. Attendance Women’s 
Ending Pastor ship Supt. at S. 5S. Society 
1921 L. E. Cooke 347 Edgar Allbaugh 260 Mrs. Fred Sutton 
1922 L. E. Cooke 414 Edgar Allbaugh 280 Mrs. Will Webb 
1923 L. E. Cooke 526 Edgar Allbaugh 296 Mrs. Will Webb 
1924 Mar. L. E. Cooke 456 Edgar Allbaugh 308 Mrs. Will Webb 
1924 Oct. L.E. Cooke 558 Edgar Allbaugh 306 
1925 Elmer Brown 601 Edgar Allbaugh 333 Mrs. W. A. Wade 
1926 Elmer Brown 654 Edgar Allbaugh 308 Mrs. W. A. Wade 
1927 D. B. Magee 690 Edgar AUlbaugh 274 Mrs. Harry Mann 
1928 D. B. Magee 6738 Edgar Allbaugh 273 Mrs. Frank Blood 
1929 D. B. Magee 783 Edgar Allbaugh 278 Mrs. Frank Blood 
1930 D. B. Magee 780 George Wright 257 Miss Eva Moore 
1931 D. B. Magee 740 George Wright 291 Mrs. Dellenbach 
1932 R. A. Anderson 672 George Wright 317 Mrs. H. Gordon 
1933 R. A. Anderson 1736 John Diebel 281 Mrs. Householter 
1934 Alva C. Brown 725 John Diebel 257 Mrs. John Diebel 
1935 A. N. Smith 675 John Diebel 225 Mrs. John Diebe! 
1936 A. N. Smith 675 John Diebel 189 ‘Mrs. A. C. Little 
1937 ‘L. R. Templin 704 200 Mrz. D. Matthew 
1938 L. R. Templin 777 J. V. Bertrand 224 Mrs. D. J. Cooper 
1939 L. R. Templin 670 J. V. Bertrand 235 Mrs. J. ‘Christian 
1940 L. R. Templin 672 Axt’]1 Humphrey 210 Mrs. John Christie 
1941 L. R. Templin 719 Axt’] Humphrey 190 Mrs. V. V. Walker 
1942 L. R. Templin 713 Ralph Austin 187 ‘Mrs. Milton Sorem 
1943 L. R. Templin 733 Charles Kutz 151 Mrs. Albert Moore 
1944 L. C. Campbell 153 141 Mrs, 'C. McWilson 
1945 L. C. Campbel! 767 John Weesner 144 Mrs. C. McWilson 
1946 L. C. Campbell 801 John Weesner 150 Mrs. H. iL. Hanson 
1947 LymanS.Johnson 623 Walt Weber 1€1 Mrs. L. O. Belfield 
1948 LymanS. Johnson €47 Walt Weber 190 Mrs. Milton Sorem 
1949 LymansS.Johnson 672 175 Mrs. Milton Sorem 
1950 L. C. Gale 608 Gordon McCoy 185 Mrs. M. Anderson 
1951 35. C.. Gale 616 Gordon MsCoy 181 Mrs. Wm, Krasny 
1952 iL. C. ‘Gale 624 Gordon McCoy 182 Mrs. Phil Smith 
1953 W. R. Thornton 644 Thello Dodd 189 Mrs. J. Bowman 
1954 'W. R. Thornton 677 Thello Dodd 241 Mrs. Ted Peters 
1955 W. R. Thornton 712 Thello Dodd 254 Mrs. Ted Peters 
1956 '‘W. R. Thornton 720 Thello Dodd 238 (Mrs. E. W. Larson 
1957 W. R. Thornton 726 Thello Dodd 238 Mrs. E. W. Larson 
1958 W. R. Thornton 724 Buford Miller 241 Mrs. Jas. Snyder 
1959 Richard Taylor 777 Buford Miller 237 Mrs. Kenneth Hill 
1°60 Richard Taylor 791 Wayne Switzer 241 Mrs. Kenneth Hi!l 
1961 Richard Taylor 792 Wayne Switzer 253 Mrs. R. E. 
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ROLL 
At The Close of Our 90th Year 


Abbey, Alta Jean 

Abbey, Evonne Marie 

Adkins, Mrs. Holman 

Allbaugh, Mrs. Edgar B. 

Allen, Josephine 

Allmon, April 

Allmon, Dean 

Allmon, Robert 

Ames, Mrs. Fred Clark 

Ames, Fern Evonne Woodside 

Anderson, Carol Lucille 

Anderson, Mr. and Mrs, Don 

Anderson, Dr. and Mrs. Leslie E. 

Anderson, Dr. and Mrs. Max C. 

Anderson, Sheryl Zohn 

Anderson, Wayne 

Appleby, Mr. and Mrs, Alden 
Janet Kay 

Austin, Mrs. Ralph 

Austin, Lowell Spencer 

Avery, Mrs. Althea 

Avery, Mrs. Cecil 

Avery, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 


Baker, Barbara 
Baker, Robert 
Bangs, Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Barber, Mr. and Mrs. Halsey 
Barr, Mrs. Robert E. 
Beery, Earl W. 
Bell, Mrs. Mancil 
Alan David 
Johathan 
Steven 
Bertrand, Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Betts, Mr. and Mrs. Herschel 
Bishop, Harold M. 
Black, Mr. and Mrs. Dale 
Black, Mr. and Mrs. Glen 
Gloria 
Blair, Mr. and Mrs. Fay 
Barbara Flynn 
Blanchard, Billy 
Bland, Mrs, J. H. 
Blood, Mrs. Frank 
Boll, Steven 
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